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When worst case scenarios become
the default

ABOUT THE PROJECT
When an earthquake destroys a densely
populated area governments have to
have, collect and share relevant data on

A large scale fire in a city: in case of such a crisis, governments have to
know exactly what they have to do and how – fast. As part of the BRIDGE
project, VSH, a Swiss SME, helps them to prepare for such scenarios.

the crisis: Where is help most important,
who can help? They have to be able to access the data in a comprehensible form

The Bridge project deals with

resources to coordinate such a big

scenarios most people would

project. But instead of giving up,

rather not think about: fires in

they let bigger partners coordinate

tunnels, earthquakes, floods.
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The project looks for ways to
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save as many lives as possible

two Work Packages. For Maximilian

in such situations. One major
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partner in this 19-million Euro

Technology

project is a middle-size Swiss

projects have two major advantag-

company,

es: “First, up to 75 percent of the

Versuchsstollen

Hagerbach AG (VSH).
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Swiss Partner BRIDGE

Big business for a small company
During an info day on the FP7 Security theme,
VSH came to know the Fraunhofer-Institut für
Angewandte Informationstechnik (FIT). The
two companies decided to collaborate and

department,

such

costs are paid by the European
Commission”.

We can now involve our clients in
such projects and act as
advisors, which is excellent for
customer loyalty.

developed the idea for BRIDGE. Over time,

when and where they need them. And
they have to have people who are trained
to

do

what

needs

to

be

done.

Bridge develops technical and organizational means to help them meet these necessities. They do this by cross-disciplinary

research

and

development

(engineering, IT, human behaviour, medicine). Moreover, by involving active endusers, Bridge ensures that it develops
solutions that are accepted by and work
for

those

who

will

use

them.

clients in such projects and act as advisors,
which is excellent for customer loyalty.”
Persistence needed
However, there are also problems for SMEs
regarding FP7 projects: the negotiation and

the idea for the project grew bigger and big-

Second, having experience with the Frame-

implementation phase takes longer than

ger, and VSH realized that it did not have the

work Programmes, we can now involve our

usual and bills can take years to be settled.
“As an SME, it is not self-evident that you
can afford such projects”,
says Maximilian Wietek.
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Euresearch – Your Swiss Guide to
European Research and Innovation

Funding European Scientific Cooperation
COST – European Cooperation in
Science and Technology*

Euresearch informs and advises about the participation in
European Research and Development Programmes & facilitates
Innovation partnerships in Europe.

European scientists can get support to cooperate on a particular project and exchange exper-

We guide you in finding opportunities fitting your needs.

tise with financial support for joint activities

We also help you with the preparation of your project.

such as conferences, short-term scientific
exchanges and publications. Research itself is
not funded.
www.sbf.admin.ch/htm/themen/international

Funding European Research Projects

Building European Innovation and Business
Cooperation

FP7 – the 7th Framework Programme
for R&D of the EU*

EEN – Enterprise Europe Network**

FP7 is the main instrument for scientific and

Europe with the support of the Enterprise

technological cooperation in Europe funding

Europe Network (600 partner organisations in

basic and market oriented research, applied de-

more than 40 countries) facilitating company-

velopment and fellowships.

company and company-academia innovation

www.euresearch.ch/fp7

partnerships in Europe and beyond.

Find appropriate cooperation partners in

In Switzerland Euresearch offers personal
*

Euresearch is mandated by the State Secretariat for Education
and Research
** Euresearch is mandated by the Federal Office for Professional
Education and Technology.

brokerage support services to find technology
partners, new innovation opportunities and to
access new markets.
www.swisseen.ch/innovation

Euresearch Head Office Effingerstrasse 19 3008 Berne
Phone +41 31 380 60 25 www.euresearch.ch

