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Understanding the politicization
of migration
In some countries, migration is a hot topic on the political agenda, in others
it is not. Why is that? The FP7-project SOM is looking for answers to this
question, coordinated by Gianni D’Amato, director of Swiss Forum for Migration and Population Studies.
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Why being a coordinator?
Gianni D’Amato sees several advantages of

About the Project
SOM (Support and opposition to migration) aims to determine why and when
potential conflicts over migration become politicized. The project focuses on
four types of actors: the state, political
parties, movements, and the media. In
seven countries (Austria, Belgium, Britain, Ireland, the Netherlands, Spain, and
Switzerland), researchers assess the
demographics of migration, the legal
and policy situation, the political opportunity structure (opportunities for migrants to participate in the political process), and the claims-making of these
contentious groups deriving from a media screening. Based on these data, SOM
will test hypotheses why migration is
politicized in some countries and not in
others.
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managed in DG Research”.
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