
Excellence Section 
for RIA and IA 
proposals

Jennifer McClung
NCP for Cluster 2 (SSH)

Applicant Training, 25 Aug 2022



Fit to the topic
criteria

3 Main Rules for Proposal Writing

2

Adress evaluation
criteria

Follow the proposal
template



Proposed 
project, its 

outcomes, and 
deliverables must 

be within the 
scope of a work 
programme topic

Topic Criteria – online and in the work programme

3

TOPIC IDENTIFIER: TOPIC TITLE

Specific Conditions
Expected EU contribution per project
Indicative budget
Type of Action
Eligibility conditions

Expected Outcome
Projects/Activities/Deliverables… 

Scope
Description of background
Projects should explore/develop/improve…

Structure of a Topic



Research Proposal Template /Award Criteria

1. Excellence

2. Impact

3. Quality and efficiency of the
implementation

4

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/temp-form/af/af_he-ria-ia_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/temp-form/af/af_he-ria-ia_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/temp-form/af/af_he-ria-ia_en.pdf


Research Proposal Template /Award Criteria

1. Excellence

2. Impact

3. Quality and efficiency of the
implementation

Excellence – aspects to be taken into account.

− Clarity and pertinence of the project’s objectives, and the extent to which the

proposed work is ambitious, and goes beyond the state of the art.

− Soundness of the proposed methodology, including the underlying concepts, 

models, assumptions, interdisciplinary approaches, appropriate consideration of 

the gender dimension in research and innovation content, and the quality of

open science practices, including sharing and management of research outputs

and engagement of citizens, civil society and end users where appropriate.

5

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/temp-form/af/af_he-ria-ia_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/temp-form/af/af_he-ria-ia_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/temp-form/af/af_he-ria-ia_en.pdf


What
WWhhaatt iiss tthhee pprroojjeecctt

about?

Why
Why should we do the 

project? What evidence 
do we collect and 

measure in the project to 
demonstrate the projects 

value?

How
How to achieve the

objectives?

Application Form – Part B structure

2. IMPACT 3. IMPLEMENTATION1. EXCELLENCE
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Proposal Template - Excellence



Evaluation Criteria for Excellence (RIA/IA)
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Clarity and pertinence of the project’s objectives, and the extent to which 

the proposed work is ambitious, and goes beyond the state-of-the-art.

Soundness of the proposed methodology, including the underlying 

concepts, models, assumptions, inter-disciplinary approaches, appropriate 

consideration of the gender dimension in research and innovation content, 

and the quality of open science practices including sharing and 

management of research outputs and engagement of citizens, civil society 

and end users where appropriate.                                                              

Score = 0 to 5



Proposed project = 
within the scope of a 

work programme
topic

Key Aspects for the Excellence Section
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Your idea  = 
ambitious and go 

beyond the state of 
the art

Excellence sub-
sections = 

1.1 Objectives and 
Ambition

1.2 Methodology



Proposed project 
must be within 
the scope of a 

work programme
topic

Topic Scope in the Excellence Section
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TOPIC IDENTIFIER: TOPIC TITLE

Specific Conditions
Expected EU contribution per project
Indicative budget
Type of Action
Eligibility conditions

Expected Outcome
Projects/Activities will contribute to… 

Scope
Description of background
Specific societal problems that should be addressed
Projects should explore/develop/improve…

Structure of a Topic



State of the Art:  Going Beyond
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Purpose: explaining how the expected outcomes of

the project go beyond current innovations and

scientific and/or technical quality.

screen existing project 
landscape

e.g. cordis database

examine existing scientific 

literature

search in patent databases
e.g. European patent database

https://cordis.europa.eu/projects/en
https://www.epo.org/searching-for-patents/technical/espacenet.html


Sub-sections in the Excellence Section
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1.1 1.2

Objectives and Ambition Methodologye.g. 4 pages e.g. 15 pages



Sub-sections in the Excellence Section
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1.1 1.2

Objectives and Ambition Methodology

− Objectives (relevant, 

measurable and verifiable, 

and achievable)

− Beyond state-of-the-art

− R&I maturity (TRL levels)

Tip: Highlight the main objectives of your proposal in a clear way so that is 

easy to find for evaluators 

THEN – structure your project (sections, work packages, etc) around your 

objectives

e.g. 4 pages e.g. 15 pages



Objectives Need to Be SMART
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Time-bound 

Specific

Measurable

Achievable 

Relevant/Realistic 



Sub-sections in the Excellence Section
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1.1 1.2

Objectives and Ambition Methodology

− Methodology (concepts, models, specific methods)

− Links to other national and international R&I activities

− Interdisciplinary approach

− Integration of SSH

− Gender dimension

− Open science practices

− Research data management (FAIR principle)

Tip: Structure – clear, logical

Detail – enough to convince reviewers

e.g. 4 pages e.g. 15 pages

Tip:  factsheet on good SSH integration 

practices – good practices examples

Tip: Include links and synergies to other 

EU programmes, but always highlight 

the added value of your project 

compared to those. 

https://www.net4society.eu/files/N4S_Factsheets_2021.pdf


To address in the Methodology section

Open Science 
Practices

Gender 
dimension in R&I 

content

Do no significant 
harm principle 

(DNSH)

16



Open Science

17

early and open sharing of 

research

e.g. through preregistration, registered 

reports, pre-prints, or crowd-sourcing

research output management 

including research data 

management

measures to ensure 

reproducibility of research 

outputs

OA to research outputs through 

deposition in trusted repositories

e.g. publications, data, software, 

models, algorithms, and workflows

involving all relevant knowledge 

actors in the co-creation of R&I 

agendas and contents

participation in open peer-review

© Euresearch 2022. All rights reserved.



Open Access

18

MANDATORY: Open Access of peer-reviewed scientific publications relating to their results.

Publication fees are reimbursable only if publishing venue is full open access.

METADATAVALIDATIONARTICLES

Deposition in a trusted repository 

at the latest upon publication

License:

CC BY or  equivalent

CC BY-NC/CC BY-ND are 

allowed for long-text formats 

Information via the repository 

about any research output / tools 

/ instruments needed to validate 

the conclusions of the scientific 

publication

Open Access in line with the 

FAIR principles, providing 

information about the licensing 

terms and persistent identifiers

License:

CC 0 or equivalent

© Euresearch 2021. All rights reserved.

https://open-research-europe.ec.europa.eu/


FAIR Principle

19

- Data sharing «As open as possible, as closed as necessary»

Findable

Accessible

Interoperable

Reusable

Sufficient meta data

Ensure data availability

Formats that enable cross-referencing

Faciliate re-use via information on data origin/limits

→ Up to 1 page to describe research data/output management under chapter 1.2 Methodology



Research Data Management

20

Responsible management of the digital research data 

generated in the project, in line with the FAIR principles.  

© Euresearch 2022. All rights reserved.

DATA REUSEDEPOSITData Management Plan

regularly updated for generated

and/or collected data

submitted by month 6 of project

in proposal or latest by Grant

Agreement signature in cases of

Public Emergency

EC Template available!

asap and according to the DMP

as open as possible as closed as

necessary

in a trusted repository (EOSC if

required in the call conditions)

License:

CC BY

CC 0 or equivalent (also metadata)

provide information via the

repository about any research

output/tools/instruments needed

to re-use or validate the data



Do No Significant Harm Principle (DNSH)
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In line with the European Green Deal objectives, the research and innovation activities should not 

do significant harm to any of the six environmental objectives (EU Taxonomy Regulation)

The DNSH principle needs to be taken into consideration in the scientific methodology and impact of the project.

Climate change adaptation

Transition to a circular economy
Sustainable use & protection 

of water & marine resources

Climate change mitigation

Protection and restoration of 

biodiversity & ecosystems
Pollution prevention & control



Gender Dimension in Research & Innovation

22

SEX

biological characteristics distinguish 

between male, female, and intersex

GENDER 

socio-cultural norms, identities and 

relations defining feminine & masculine

INTERSECTIONAL FACTORS

e.g. racial or ethnic origin, age, 
socioeconomic status, sexual 

orientation, or disability

MANDATORY: explaining how the gender dimension

relates to the content of the planned research and

innovation activities - not to gender balance in the

team carrying out the project.

© Euresearch 2022. All rights reserved.



Gender Dimension in Research & Innovation
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COMMON MISTAKES

• using gender stereotypes

• sex/gender taken as BINARY categories

• not considering other categories of possible influence (intersectionality)

• assigning differences automatically to sex (taking sex for gender)

• over accentuation of sex and/or gender differences without having proof of their role in the

researched topic

• overlooking proofs of minimal or no differences (sex and/or gender)



© Euresearch 2022. All rights reserved.



Jennifer McClung
National Contact Point for Social Sciences and the Humanities
jennifer.mcclung@euresearch.ch

Micol Nantiat
National Contact Point for Legal and Financial Issues
micol.nantiat@euresearch.ch

www.euresearch.ch

The information provided by Euresearch is 
not of a legal or advisory nature and no 
responsibility is accepted for the results of any 
actions made on its basis. © Euresearch 2020. 
All rights reserved.
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