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What 
What is the project 

about? 
 

2 

Why 
Why should we do the 

project? What is its 
value? 

 

How 
How to achieve the 

objectives? 
 

Application Form – Part B structure 

1. EXCELLENCE 2. IMPACT 3. IMPLEMENTATION 

What 
What is the project 

about? 
 

1. EXCELLENCE 
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Fit to the topic 
text 

3 Main Rules for Proposal Writing  

3 

Follow the proposal 
template 

Adress evaluation 
criteria 
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 Proposed project must be 
within the scope of a work 

programme topic 

 

Topic Text 

4 

TOPIC IDENTIFIER: TOPIC TITLE 

Specific Conditions 
Expected EU contribution per project 
Indicative budget 
Type of Action 
Eligibility conditions 

Expected Outcome 
Projects/Activities will contribute to…  

Scope 
Description of background 
Projects should explore/develop/improve… 

Structure of a Topic 
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Evaluation Criteria for Excellence (RIA/IA) 

5 

 

Clarity and pertinence of the project’s objectives, and the extent to 

which the proposed work is ambitious, and goes beyond the state-

of-the-art. 

 

Soundness of the proposed methodology, including the underlying 

concepts, models, assumptions, inter-disciplinary approaches, 

appropriate consideration of the gender dimension in research and 

innovation content, and the quality of open science practices 

including sharing and management of research outputs and 

engagement of citizens, civil society and end users where 

appropriate. 
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Proposal Template - Excellence 
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Chapters in the Excellence Section 

7 

Objectives and 
Ambition 

Methodology 

e.g. 4 pages e.g. 15 pages 

1.1 1.2 
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Objectives & Ambition 

8 

Objectives and 
Ambition 

e.g. 4 pages 

1.1 

Describe your objectives 

 

Describe your project’s  ambition 

compared to the state-of-the-art 
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Objectives Need to Be SMART 

9 

Specific Measurable Achievable  Relevant Time-bound  

Tips:  

 Define on overall objective that show you understand the problem raised by the topic 

text and then decline it into more specific/ operational objectives  

 Try using the topic text key words within the objectives to highlight the relevance with 

the topic text 

 “First impression” – make them clear and attractive for reviewers 
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State-of-the-Art and Ambition 

10 

In your proposal:  
 Explain how your project and its results go beyond the state-of-the-art / go beyond current 

innovations available and scientific and/or technical quality  

 Explain why the proposed work is ambitious 

 Describe where the proposed work is positioned in terms of R&I maturity – if relevant use the 

TRL definition 

Tips:  

 Be balanced between describing the current state-of-the-art and your project  

 Focus on your project and its results 

 Use references 
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Methodology 

11 

Methodology 

e.g. 15 pages 

1.2 
 Overall methodology  

 Links to other national and 

international R&I activities 

 Interdisciplinary approach 

 Integration of SSH 

 Gender dimension 

 Open science practices 

 Research data management 
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Methodology and concept 

In your proposal 

‒ Describe and explain the overall methodology, incl. concepts, models, assumptions. 

‒ Explain how this will enable you to deliver the project’s objectives you have defined. 

‒ Refer to any important challenges you may have identified. How will you overcome 

them? 

 

12 

TIPS:  

 Use this part of the proposal to justify some strategic positioning or choices  

 Find a good balance between too technical details and basic explanation 
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Do no Significant Harm Principle DNSH 

13 

In your proposal 

 

 Possibility to show/ demonstrate your project will not carry out activities that could make a 

significant harm to the 6 Environmental objectives (EU Taxonomy Regulation) 

 Evaluated but not scored by evaluators unless stated in the WP 

 

Climate change adaptation 

Transition to a circular economy 

Sustainable use & protection 

of  water & marine resources 

Climate change mitigation 

Protection and restoration of 

biodiversity & ecosystems 

Pollution prevention & control 
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R&I Landscape & Interdisciplinary approach 

In your proposal 

‒ Describe any links with other national or international research and innovation activities 

whose results will feed into the project,  

‒ Explain how that link will be established. 

 

14 

TIPS:  

 Include links and synergies to other EU programmes/projects,  

 Mention concrete links with these activities 

 Highlight the added value of your project compared to those 

 Tools: CORDIS databases  

e.g. 1 page 

e.g. 0.5 page 

In your proposal 

‒ Explain how expertise and methods from different disciplines will be brought together and 

integrated in pursuit of your objectives.  

 

 

https://cordis.europa.eu/projects/en
https://cordis.europa.eu/projects/en
https://cordis.europa.eu/projects/en
https://cordis.europa.eu/projects/en
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Social Sciences & Humanities 

15 

Mandatory when mentioned in the topic text – “flagged topics” 

In your proposal: 

- Demonstrate that SSH disciplines are integrated throughout the work planned 

- Clearly state the added value of the SSH contributions, disciplines/ partners involved 

TIPS:  

 List of SSH disciplines available in the HE Programme Guide 

 If topic flagged or important SSH approach in your project, involved SSH experts directly in 

your consortium 

 Have a look at the Net4Society factsheets on SSH integration and success stories in H2020   

e.g. 0.5 page 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjcguCWvPzzAhWviv0HHdShB1UQFnoECAQQAQ&url=https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/guidance/programme-guide_horizon_en.pdf&usg=AOvVaw3-C9OzY07N4jZCkOLk9oDI
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjcguCWvPzzAhWviv0HHdShB1UQFnoECAQQAQ&url=https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/guidance/programme-guide_horizon_en.pdf&usg=AOvVaw3-C9OzY07N4jZCkOLk9oDI
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjcguCWvPzzAhWviv0HHdShB1UQFnoECAQQAQ&url=https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/guidance/programme-guide_horizon_en.pdf&usg=AOvVaw3-C9OzY07N4jZCkOLk9oDI
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjcguCWvPzzAhWviv0HHdShB1UQFnoECAQQAQ&url=https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/guidance/programme-guide_horizon_en.pdf&usg=AOvVaw3-C9OzY07N4jZCkOLk9oDI
https://www.net4society.eu/files/Net4Society4_D3_1_Factsheet_SSH_Integration_20161115.pdf
https://www.net4society.eu/files/N4S_Factsheets_2021.pdf
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Gender Dimension in Research & Innovation 

16 

In your proposal: explaining how the gender dimension relates 

to the content of the planned research and innovation activities 

 

 

Mandatory for all topics except for topics which have been identified in WP 

e.g. 1 page 

Tips: 
 Use some online available checklists e.g. YellowWindow or 
the Gendered Innovations project 
 Include experts in your consortium 
 Have a look on the HE Programme Guide for more details 

http://www.yellowwindow.com/genderinresearch
http://www.yellowwindow.com/genderinresearch
http://genderedinnovations.stanford.edu/methods/questions.html
http://genderedinnovations.stanford.edu/methods/questions.html
http://genderedinnovations.stanford.edu/methods/questions.html
http://genderedinnovations.stanford.edu/methods/questions.html
http://genderedinnovations.stanford.edu/methods/questions.html
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwifr9WngKz0AhV_g_0HHZ46AGUQFnoECAcQAQ&url=https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/guidance/programme-guide_horizon_en.pdf&usg=AOvVaw3-C9OzY07N4jZCkOLk9oDI
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwifr9WngKz0AhV_g_0HHZ46AGUQFnoECAcQAQ&url=https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/guidance/programme-guide_horizon_en.pdf&usg=AOvVaw3-C9OzY07N4jZCkOLk9oDI
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwifr9WngKz0AhV_g_0HHZ46AGUQFnoECAcQAQ&url=https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/guidance/programme-guide_horizon_en.pdf&usg=AOvVaw3-C9OzY07N4jZCkOLk9oDI
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwifr9WngKz0AhV_g_0HHZ46AGUQFnoECAcQAQ&url=https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/guidance/programme-guide_horizon_en.pdf&usg=AOvVaw3-C9OzY07N4jZCkOLk9oDI
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwifr9WngKz0AhV_g_0HHZ46AGUQFnoECAcQAQ&url=https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/guidance/programme-guide_horizon_en.pdf&usg=AOvVaw3-C9OzY07N4jZCkOLk9oDI
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwifr9WngKz0AhV_g_0HHZ46AGUQFnoECAcQAQ&url=https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/guidance/programme-guide_horizon_en.pdf&usg=AOvVaw3-C9OzY07N4jZCkOLk9oDI
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Open Sciences Practices 

17 

In your proposal: describe how appropriate open science practices are implemented as an 

integral part of the proposed methodology 

 

Mandatory for all topics 

e.g. 1 page 

 Early and open sharing of research (e.g. preregistration, registered reports, pre-prints, etc.) 

 Research output management incl. research data management 

 Measures to ensure reproducibility of research outputs 

 Providing open access to research output (e.g. open access to scientific publications, data, 

software, etc.)  

 Participation in open peer-review 

 Involving all relevant knowledge actors including citizens, civil society and end-users in the co-

creation (e.g. citizen science) 

TIPS:  

 To get all details about mandatory and recommended practices of OS, consult the Annotated Grant 

Agreement and in the HE Programme Guide 

 Any previous experience of partners in open science will be assessed positively 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjavdK7w_zzAhVkhv0HHbyGBBoQFnoECAcQAQ&url=https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/grants_manual/amga/h2020-amga_en.pdf&usg=AOvVaw2I9oj3oqxOaOlJefIb2iQn
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjavdK7w_zzAhVkhv0HHbyGBBoQFnoECAcQAQ&url=https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/grants_manual/amga/h2020-amga_en.pdf&usg=AOvVaw2I9oj3oqxOaOlJefIb2iQn
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjavdK7w_zzAhVkhv0HHbyGBBoQFnoECAcQAQ&url=https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/grants_manual/amga/h2020-amga_en.pdf&usg=AOvVaw2I9oj3oqxOaOlJefIb2iQn
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjcguCWvPzzAhWviv0HHdShB1UQFnoECAQQAQ&url=https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/guidance/programme-guide_horizon_en.pdf&usg=AOvVaw3-C9OzY07N4jZCkOLk9oDI
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjcguCWvPzzAhWviv0HHdShB1UQFnoECAQQAQ&url=https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/guidance/programme-guide_horizon_en.pdf&usg=AOvVaw3-C9OzY07N4jZCkOLk9oDI
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjcguCWvPzzAhWviv0HHdShB1UQFnoECAQQAQ&url=https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/guidance/programme-guide_horizon_en.pdf&usg=AOvVaw3-C9OzY07N4jZCkOLk9oDI
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjcguCWvPzzAhWviv0HHdShB1UQFnoECAQQAQ&url=https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/guidance/programme-guide_horizon_en.pdf&usg=AOvVaw3-C9OzY07N4jZCkOLk9oDI
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Research Data Management 

18 

Data Management Plan 

 submitted by month 6 of project 
 

 in proposal or latest by Grant Agreement signature in cases of Public 

Emergency 
 

 EC Template available! 

Mandatory for all projects 

In your proposal: describe how you will manage the digital research data generated in the 

project in line with the FAIR principles to ensure that researchers can find, access and re-use 

each other’s data, maximising the effectiveness and reproducibility of the research undertaken. 

 
Data sharing : “as open as possible, as closed as necessary” 
 

 
e.g. 1 page 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiAjof--P7zAhVTiP0HHSJQAOwQFnoECAcQAQ&url=https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/temp-form/report/data-management-plan-template_he_en.docx&usg=AOvVaw1ho40vgdz3hm2YvFUZ-m4t
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiAjof--P7zAhVTiP0HHSJQAOwQFnoECAcQAQ&url=https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/temp-form/report/data-management-plan-template_he_en.docx&usg=AOvVaw1ho40vgdz3hm2YvFUZ-m4t
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiAjof--P7zAhVTiP0HHSJQAOwQFnoECAcQAQ&url=https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/temp-form/report/data-management-plan-template_he_en.docx&usg=AOvVaw1ho40vgdz3hm2YvFUZ-m4t
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiAjof--P7zAhVTiP0HHSJQAOwQFnoECAcQAQ&url=https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/temp-form/report/data-management-plan-template_he_en.docx&usg=AOvVaw1ho40vgdz3hm2YvFUZ-m4t
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiAjof--P7zAhVTiP0HHSJQAOwQFnoECAcQAQ&url=https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/temp-form/report/data-management-plan-template_he_en.docx&usg=AOvVaw1ho40vgdz3hm2YvFUZ-m4t
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General Tips for Excellence 

‒ Excellence section is the first section read by reviewers = “first impression”  

 Make it attractive and easy to read 

‒ Be as concise and precise as possible - Be straightforward 

‒ Demonstrate that your proposal fits with the topic text  

Use topic text key words / same wordings 

 Address all the requirements within the scope  

‒ Always have a regular look at the Evaluation criteria and the topic text  

‒ Be consistent across this Section Excellence and across all other sections 
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National Contact Point  
for Food , Agriculture & Climate 
aurelie.brehmer@euresearch.ch 
www.euresearch.ch 
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