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Project Fact Sheet (SSA Project)

Call FP6-2004-CITIZENS-6

Topic 8.3.2. New approaches for policy-research dialogues in 
the ERA: Targeted dissemination of EU research in 
national and multi-national contexts

Duration 28 months (1st March 2006 – 30th June 2008)

Partnership 4 Partners + 1 Subcontractor 
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Project Consortium

 

The Scientific and Technological Research Council of Turkey, TUBITAK
EU FP6 National Coordination Office 
www.fp7.org.tr 

 

Malta Council for Science and Technology, MCST 
(EU FP6 National Contact Point Organisation) 
www.mcst.org.mt  

 

Association Euresearch, Switzerland 
(EU FP6 National Contact Point Organisation) 
www.euresearch.ch 

 

Bulgarian European Community Studies Association, BECSA 
(EU FP6 National Contact Point Organisation) 
www.becsa.org 

Subcontractor to TUBITAK 

 

KNOWWHY Ltd. 
Dr. Michael Kuhn, Director  
Summit House  
5 Gold Tops 
Newport, South Wales, NP20 4 PG 
www.knowwhy.net  
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Project Management

• Each partner is represented in the Project Steering Commitee –
Turkey, also the Subcontactor; Dr. Michael KUHN

• Malta is not responsible for the organisation of a conference, 
however, Maltese researchers are able to participate in all of 
the project conferences.
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Project Objectives
• To identify SSH research priorities within the context of EU in 

partner countries; namely Turkey, Malta, Switzerland, and 
Bulgaria

• To stimulate international scientific dialogue among SSH 
researchers on the identified research topics

• To disseminate research findings and policy implications of 
previous Framework Programme SSH projects, especially to 
policy makers

• Initiating a scientific debate among researchers and research 
policy experts on transnational research practices

• Development of policy recommendations to scaffold future 
transnational research collaborations in the EU
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Project Activities - I

• Identification of SSH research priorities in 
partner countries

Aims to assess which research subjects that have been covered by
the previous Framework Programmes are most relevant for the 
national contexts;
– Bottom-up approach
– Data collection via questionnaire
– Identification of Project Conference Themes
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An open-ended section was also available for suggesting 
alternative themes for the conferences

ESSHRA Questionnaire continued...
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Data Analysis & Results

• The questionnaire was announced to SSH 
researchers in the partner countries via,
– electronic mailing lists, 
– telephone calls, or 
– web-site announcements. 

• Data were collected from 844 researchers through 
the on-line questionnaire.

• Conference themes were identified based on the 
data analysis results and the opinions of the Project 
Steering Commitee.
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Data Analysis & Results for Switzerland

• Data from 364 researchers

• Mean age of the respondents 
– 44,20

• 61% - females; 39% males

• Research Disciplines of the 
respondents 

Discipline # Discipline #

Anthropology 22 Linguistics 23

Archaeology 4 Literature 11

Communication 9 Management 20

Cultural Studies 7 Philosophy 13

Economics 28 Political Science 13

Education 31 Psychology 21

Gender Studies 4 Public Administration 6

Geography 12 Religious Studies 5

History 20 Social Policy 1

History of Art 4 Sociology 33

Journalism & Mass 
Communication

4 Library & 
Information Science

4

International Relations 5 Not Specified 59

Law 5 TOTAL 364
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Data Analysis & Results for Switzerland

Overall Weighted Sum of Ratings

1.1. Development of a KnowledgeDevelopment of a Knowledge--based Societybased Society
2. Social Change, Societal Trends, and Quality of Life
3. Citizenship and Cultural Identities
4. Education, Training, and New Forms of Learning
5. Migration and Social Cohesion
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Data Analysis & Results for Bulgaria

• Data from 70 researchers

• Mean age of the respondents 
– 39,63

• 64% - females; 36% males

• Research Disciplines of the 
respondents 

Discipline # Discipline #

Anthropology 1 Linguistics 1

Communication 1 Management 1

Cultural Studies 2 Political Science 16

Economics 10 Public
Administration

4

Education 1 Religious Studies 1

History 4 Sociology 5

International 
Relations 13 Other 4

Law 6 TOTAL 70
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Data Analysis & Results for Bulgaria

Overall Weighted Sum of Ratings

1.1. Challenges of European Integration and EnlargementChallenges of European Integration and Enlargement
2. Economic Development Models and Dynamics 
3. Governance and Democracy 
4. Resolution of Conflicts and Restoration of Peace and Justice 
5. Citizenship and Cultural Identities
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Data Analysis & Results for Turkey

• Data from 410 researchers

• Mean age of the respondents 
– 37,08

• 45% - females; 55% males

• Research Disciplines of the 
respondents 

Discipline # Discipline #

Anthropology 5 Linguistics 3

Archaeology 4 Literature 7

Communication 12 Management 36

Cultural Studies 11 Philosophy 3

Economics 44 Political Science 19

Education 73 Psychology 21

Gender Studies 4 Public 
Administration

8

Geography 15 Religious Studies 8

History 10 Social Policy 4

History of Art 4 Sociology 26

Journalism & 
Mass Com.

2 Library & 
Information Science

5

International 
Relations

17 Not Specified 62

Law 7 TOTAL 410
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Data Analysis & Results for Turkey

Overall Weighted Sum of Ratings

1.1. Citizenship and Cultural IdentitiesCitizenship and Cultural Identities
2. Education, Training, and New Forms of Learning
3. Development of a Knowledge-based Society
4. Social Change, Societal Trends, and Quality of Life
5. Employment / Unemployment and Changes in 

Work
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Project Activities - II

• Dissemination of research findings of previous 
FP SSH projects VIA,
– Organisation of 2-day conferences
– Workshop on future SSH research topics (part of the 

conferences)
– Participants:

• Coordinators of previous FP projects
• Local SSH researchers
• Policy makers
• Research policy experts
• Media
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Schedule for the Project Conferences

• 31st of May - 01st of June 2007 – Sofia Conference, 
Bulgaria
“Adapting to Integration in an Enlarged European Union”
http://esshra.tubitak.gov.tr/Sofia_conference.htmhttp://esshra.tubitak.gov.tr/Sofia_conference.htm

• 12-13 June 2007 – Berne Conference, Switzerland
“Towards a knowledge Society: Is Knowledge a Public Good?”
http://esshra.tubitak.gov.tr/Bern_conference.htmhttp://esshra.tubitak.gov.tr/Bern_conference.htm

• 17-19 October 2007 – Istanbul Conference, Turkey
“Citizenship and Cultural Identities in the EU: Old Questions, 
New Answers”
http://http://esshra.tubitak.gov.tr/Istanbul_conference.htmesshra.tubitak.gov.tr/Istanbul_conference.htm
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Project Activities - II

• Scaffolding future transnational research 
collaborations

Aims to to raise and compare data about transnational research 
in the EU and Turkey and to develop policy recommendations 
for facilitating future transnational research collaborations via;

– Data collection on transnational research practices from 
researchers via a questionnaire

– Group Discussions with transnational researchers
– Transnational research policy workshop with research policy 

experts
Carried out by Dr. Michael KUHN (Knowwhy Ltd., UK)



http://esshra.tubitak.gov.tr

Bern Conference
Towards a Knowledge Society: Is knowledge a Towards a Knowledge Society: Is knowledge a 
public good?public good?

• The Bern Conference covering a variety of sessions 
on different forms and uses of knowledge; ranging 
from linguistics to economical issues 

• Bern Conference will provide us the opportunity to 
elaborate on the findings of a variety of FP funded 
research projects, and 

• To discuss on the policies necessary for the 
development of a knowledge society in the EU! 
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Wish you a scientifically stimulating 
conference!

Prof. Dr. Canan ERGIN
ESSHRA Project Coordinator
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